Use of drotrecogin alfa (activated) for severe sepsis in New Jersey acute care hospitals.
The use of drotrecogin alfa (activated) for the treatment of severe sepsis in acute care hospitals in New Jersey was evaluated. An observational study was conducted to determine the prevalence of severe sepsis and drotrecogin alfa use in hospitalized patients in New Jersey. In November 2003, a survey was mailed to the pharmacy directors of 84 acute care hospitals (teaching, major teaching, nonteaching) in New Jersey to collect information about the monthly use of drotrecogin alfa in 2002 and 2003. Health Care Financing Administration Uniform Bill of 1992 patient discharge data from New Jersey for the same period were analyzed to identify patients with severe sepsis and calculate the rate of drug use for their treatment. The survey received a total response rate of 55%. Among 7292 patients with severe sepsis who were treated in 2002 in participating hospitals, 137 received drotrecogin alfa. From January 2003 to October 2003, the average rate of drotrecogin alfa use in the same hospitals was identical. Drug use in teaching and major teaching hospitals was greater than in nonteaching hospitals. An increase in drotrecogin alfa use in 2003 compared with 2002 was expected; however, a comparison of its use in 2002 and 2003 in New Jersey acute care hospitals found that the rate of drug use remained the same. One tenth of responding hospitals never used drotrecogin alfa during the study period. An observational study showed an apparent underutilization of drotrecogin alfa (activated) for treatment of severe sepsis in acute care hospitals in New Jersey.